
  

 
 
 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

 
First of all – how good was Johnny Pace??  Thanks 
Paul. Well time has flown and by the time you read 
this  I will be in Paris. Thank you Phil for filling in for 
me. I hope most of you will be able to go to our 
annual dinner. With Margaret’s organisation skills I 
am sure it will go off without a hitch. As you 
probably know Peter O is having his operation on 23rd  

April.  We wish him well and hope to see him back 
soon.  I am sure he would appreciate a phone call. I 
will see you all when I return so AU REVOIR (that’s 
about all I know).  With my limited French goodness 
knows what I may ask for.  You never know your 
luck. 
 
Jeanette Jackson 

President 

___________________________________________ 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT  (21/4/09) Phil H 
 
Balance forward    $ 6750.33 
Income,April 09  $ 3339.50 
Expenses, April     $ 2023.50 
Members Credit  $   848.50  
Available Funds $ 7217.83 
___________________________________________ 
 

Happy  21Happy  21Happy  21Happy  21stststst    Birthday to:  Birthday to:  Birthday to:  Birthday to:   
Jeanette Banks, Marion Bee, Sharon Brett, Keith Franks, 
Thelma Hopkinson, Dora Leigh, Les Smith, Malcolm 
Smith, Ray Taylor, Bob Tracey, Lynnette Turner. 
 
NEWSLETTERS & WEBSITE: Deadline for the 
Newsletter is the Friday before the meeting. Please send 
via email if possible.  2130  hits on the website. 
Please note that the printed newsletters are being 

professionally copied and they are for the members who 

do not have internet access.  

 

MEMBERSHIP: Our Club has full membership.  
 
MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION Please be 
sure to advise Maurien of any contact information  
which includes changes in email address and phone 
numbers. secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT Jeanette Jackson 46479986   

VICE PRESIDENT Phil Humphreys 96034819   

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819   

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin         46476395   
Ex-Officio 
TOURS 

Paul Hay 
Peter O’Loughlin         

46554437 
46476395 

  

PUBLICITY/Calendar Dorothy Fogarty 46580466   
NEWSLETTER  Sue Kijurina,             46470912   
WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina 46470912 
WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 
HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith 46552159 
SOCIAL EVENTS  
ROTARY LIAISON 
HOSPITALITY 

Margaret Rubesa  
Malcolm McKenzie 
Margaret Smith 

46554437 
46551622 
 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group          
                  Margaret Rubesa,          46554437 
Art          Brian Howes         46264267 
Cards          Jeanette Jackson          46479986   
Computers         Robert Keyworth             46256894 
Golf          Paul Hay          46554437 
Photography         Ros Hodgins          46257759 
Gardening         Sue Kijurina                  46470912 
Astronomy         Bob Bee          46474335 
Travel Tales                 Kathy & Mal Smith           46552159 
 Music          Jim Burke          96036196 

 Card Making         Marion Bee          46474335 

  

MEMBERSHIP 

Remember that you need to attend 50% of meetings to 

maintain membership. Visitors may attend only 3 

meetings although they can attend other Club events as 

a member’s guest.  

******* 

Our 2
nd
 Birthday Celebration is 29

th
 May 2009 at 

Camden Valley Golf Resort 7.00pm 
******* 

PROFILE:   PHIL HUMPHREYS 

I was born in Sydney 58 years ago the eldest of 3 
boys and 1 girl.  Early years 
were spent living with my 
grandparents, 5 minutes walk to 
Leichhardt Oval.  I can recall 
the Apia Soccer Club being 
built on disused land on the bay 
to cater for the influx of Italians 
into the area.  It is now Le 
Montage Function Centre and 
Norton Street as we all know it 
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is now the Italian capital of Sydney.  When I was 10 
we moved into a house at Ashfield 20 minutes walk to 
Pratten Park.  I now live at Leumeah heights 15 
minutes walk to Campbelltown Stadium so with these 
clues any Sherlock Holmes amongst us may be able 
to deduce which football team I follow. 
 
Childhood memories are generally happy ones such 
as holidays with my cousins each year at Ettalong, 
lots of sport and games with school being a bit of a 
nuisance in interfering with my playing schedule.  At 
13 I had a paper run, halfpenny a paper, twopence a 
magazine plus tips.  Rain, hail or shine I did the run 
and for 30 bob a week I thought life could not get any 
better.  Unfortunately when decimal currency was 
introduced newspaper publishers took advantage and 
changed the price from 5 pence to 5 cents. Tips dried 
up, income dropped and I took my first business 
decision- I quit. At the same time my parents bought a 
holiday cottage at Huskisson and we spent many 
enjoyable holidays there which helped me get over 
my loss of income. 
 
I sometimes reflect on how different generations live 
through their times.  My parents were able to buy a 
house at Ashfield, a holiday house at Huskisson, run a 
car and raise 4 children on a single somewhat modest 
income.  When I observe the struggle my 2 children 
have to pay off their mortgage albeit they are both 
more materialistic than my parents I wonder in my 
own mind which were the tougher economic times.   
 
School came to an abrupt halt when I sat for an exam 
to enter the New South Wales Public Service and was 
offered a position.  Sport, socialising and lunch were 
my favourite activities at school and my father agreed 
it would be better to get a job and go to TAFE part 
time to get some qualifications.  A salary of $41.40 
per fortnight appealed to me, as it was even better 
than the heady riches of the paper run. 
 
It was therefore with some irony that the Public 
Service Board appointed me to the Department of 
Education where I was destined to spend the whole of 
my working life.  I know we have quite a number of 
“chalkies” in our Probus Club and probably over the 
years I may have contributed to your woes or 
happiness as I worked in many areas of the 
Department including Teacher Scholarships, Teacher 
Staffing and Personnel, Salaries, Finance and  
Administration in Bridge St, and 6 Regional offices 
across the State. 
Over the years I met many fine people working in the 
Department including many teachers on secondment 
who influenced me to think more broadly to the point 
where I now enjoy reading widely and developed an 
appreciation for History, Travel, Art, Famous People 
and Places whilst still retaining an interest in sport, 
socialising and lunch. 

 
I did receive a rude shock at 20 when I won the only 
lottery of my life.  Before I knew it I was a member of 
the Australian Army. Fortunately for me I did not go 
to Vietnam but spent time at Singleton, Bandiana and 
Holsworthy.  I enjoyed the sports and comradeship 
and become proficient at shooting but I did not enjoy 
the lifestyle.  It was not until later in life that I 
appreciated the self-discipline qualities imposed on 
you in the Army.  
 
Out of the Army, back to work, married, mortgage 
and children a familiar scenario to most of us I 
imagine.  Spent my time as manager of soccer and 
cricket teams, attending netball, softball and school 
concerts.  At the same time progressing in my career 
and finally applying myself to some academic 
pursuits, in public administration, finance and 
management although obtaining my cricket umpires 
badge was probably the most interesting I never 
thought I could remember the 42 laws of cricket. 
 
Like all families through the years happy times were 
interrupted with some sadness.  All my grandparents 
passed away within a few years of each other but at 
ages considered to be a good innings.  I am more 
conscious of what my mother missed in life as she 
died at the same age I am now and her death was a 
blow to all the family.  My father subsequently 
remarried and retired to Gerringong and my wife and 
I went our separate ways. 
 
Maurien and I have now been together for 10 happy 
years, with four children between us, their wives and 
husbands and 4 grandchildren under 3 and another 
one due in June times can be hectic but enjoyable a 
little bit like the Brady Bunch.   
 
Both of us enjoy being members of Probus and try to 
participate in as many activities as possible.  Golf and 
bowls are more my sports nowadays and I still enjoy a 
good meal.  I can never deny that as one look at me 
gives the game way but one thing that does annoy me 
is the way some people can tuck into food and still be 
as thin as a beanpole. 
 
Nobody knows how long they will be able to remain 
active but I intend to take every opportunity to enjoy 
Probus activities whilst I can including trips, cards, 
sports, dinner and theatre. 
 
Finally who would ever thought that I would be 
sitting in a shed listening to a talk on Astronomy but 
thanks to Bob Bee, Paul and Margaret I am learning 
something new an opportunity provided by Probus.  I 
look forward to many more and as your new Vice 
President I encourage all of you to enjoy as many of 
the varied activities on offer through the club. 

 



FOR SALE  

 
 

*Avon Consultant  Sheila McAtamney Ph:46268641 
 
*“Stampin' Up” Consultant: Marion Bee sells rubber 
stamps, scrapbooking/cardmaking paper.Ph 46474335 

 

INTEREST GROUPS 
 

Happy Snappers – Ros Hodgins 
Our last Meeting was held in the Community Hall on 
Monday 20th April. We looked at the method for 
Cleaning our Cameras and planned  the  Night 
Photography outing   for Wednesday, 29th April, to 
Parramatta.  We are Meeting at Community 

Centre at 4.00 pm  to Car Pool .( hope weather is 

kinder to us this time.) 

We then had a workshop on Table Top Photography -  
looking at the best ways to arrange objects & best 
light sources . 
Our Next Meeting will be on Friday  8th May  at the 
Activity Centre  10 am.  We will then   head off & 
Car Pool to Symbio  Wildlife Park  at Helensburgh  
For a Picnic Lunch & of course taking some Animal 
Photos.( Bring a picnic lunch as there are only snacks 
available at shop.) 
See me at the end of this meeting for more info. 

 

Gardening Group – Sue Kijurina 
On the 9th May we have a trip to an Open Garden at 
Mount Knowles Valley Heights Cliff Top Garden 
near Warrimoo and we will have a car pool. The entry 
fee is $5. Our next meeting is at Pat & David Milton’s 
home at Mt Annan on the 26th June with no meeting 
in April because of the school holidays. Contact Sue 
for details. 
 

Cards– Jeanette Jackson 
The next card night will be at Ken & Brenda's house, 
7 Claremont Circuit , Glen Alpine on Saturday 23rd. 
of May commencing at 7 pm. 
Phone 46 255253 
 
Astronomy – Bob Bee 
The next meeting - assuming people still want 
one, perhaps we can talk about comets - maybe in a 
June. This will be confirmed later. 
For those who would like to see Saturn and other 
objects through a telescope, the Macarthur 
Astronomical Society is having its next Open Night at 
the university domes on Saturday, 2nd May. Check 
www.macastro.org.au for details and updates. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 
Marion will help us make 2 cards,  using stamps, 
again this month. Meeting on the  5th May. 
 
Local Country Music Clubs  – Jim Burke  
See website for details including the music festivals. 
*Mondays: Camden Country Music Club; Hope 
Christian School Hall; Every Monday. 7.30pm – 
10pm; Ph. Colleen 1300 731 418.  

  

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS TOUR 
Lynne Turner 

On the morning of 17th April 2009  43 Probus 
members set 
out for an 
enjoyable 
outing to the 
Southern 
Highlands. 
Our capable 
coach driver  
Keith of 
Travalon 
Coaches 

departed at 8am, with a coach load of happy 
passengers looking forward to a great days outing. 
 
Our travels took us through the most beautiful country 
side, tinted with the colourful hues of Autumn tonings 
of the many trees and vegetation. 
Upon arriving at Mittagong we were met by our tour 
guide Judith, who had a wealth of knowledge of the 
local area and the inhabitants past and present who 
have made the Highlands what it is today. 
 
After morning tea in Mittagong we visited the village 
of Kangaloon where we strolled through the quaint 
English village, then on to East  Kangaloon with its 
pretty Anglican Church.  

Our next stop 
was the larger 
village of 
Robertson 
where we 
stopped for a 
stroll and for 
some members, 
the purchasing 
of some of the 

local produce of the area. 
We then continued on to the village of Burrawang 
with its English pub with its wood fire & the E S and 
A Bank and General Store, all part of a bygone time. 
 
Lunch was at the Moss Vale Services Club, then  on 
to Bowral for a short tour of the Don's early childhood 
homes and the famous Bowral cricket ground. 

Bob Bee’s book, a 158 page 
guide to binocular astronomy, 
can be bought from Bob at a 
meeting for $16, or posted for 
$18.50 inc. p&h. Ph 46474335 

 



Bowral was 
also used as a 
location for the 
famous Ginger 
Meggs film, 
some of the old 
terraces were 
used depicting 
inner Sydney 
homes in this 
production. 
 
Upon leaving Bowral we headed homeward bound 
farewelling our guide Judith at Mittagong, Many 
thanks to Judith, Keith and our very own Peter O' who 
never fails to provide us with interesting outings. I 
take this opportunity to wish Peter well with his 
operation and a speedy recovery. 
         

******************** 

CALENDAR FOR 2009—Dorothy Fogarty 

TOURS— Peter O’Loughlin 
tours@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

Payments for outings need to be paid before, or no later 

than, the prior club meeting. Lists will be circulated each 

meeting for members to book on the coming tours—they 

are open to family and friends. 

Please note that our bus pick up is between the 

Library and the Town Centre Car Park.  

April 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 
April 29 Photography Group to Parramatta in  

evening 
May 1 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 
May 2 “Salon des Refuses” at SH Ervin Gallery, The 

Rocks 
May 5 Card Making with Marion Bee 

Movie Night @ Narellan  

May 7 Art Classes with Brian Howes 
May 8 Photography with Ros to Symbio  
May 9 Gardening Group at Mt Knowles, Valley  

Heights  
May 15 Coach Trip: Leppington Pastoral, Saki,  
 Blue Mountains Honey  

May 16 Western Night in Margaret & Paul’s Shed 
May 20 Travel Tales 7.30pm 
May 22 No Gardening see 9th May 
May 23 Cards with Ken & Brenda 7pm 
May 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 
May 29 Photography with Ros  
May 29 2nd BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

 Camden Valley Golf Resort 7.00pm 

Jun 5 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am - 

Last Day for payment of Membership Fees 

Jun 9 Movie Night @ Narellan 

Jun 11 Art Classes with Brian Howes 
Jun 12 Photography with Ros 
Jun 17 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Jun 17 WALKING GROUP  - Temple Trek Nan 

Tien Temple 
Jun 19 COACH TRIP:  Campbelltown Historic 

Tour 

Jun 26 Gardening Group at David & Pat Milton’s  
Jun 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 
Jul 3 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Jul 7 Movie Night @ Narellan 
Jul 10 Photography with Ros 
Jul 15 Travel Tales 7.30pm 
Jul 17 COACH TRIP: Yulesfest Hawkesbury 

Paddlewheeler 
Jul 24 Gardening Group at Lynne Turner’s home  
Jul 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 
Jul 31 Photography with Ros 

 
The Wanderers: Watson’s Bay & Bronte to Bondi 

By Michael Sorrenson 

 
After a week of showers the morning of April 23rd 
broke to a clear and fine day. The walk was on! 
8.45am saw our intrepid band of walkers gather at 
Leumeah Railway Station eagerly awaiting the arrival 
of the 8.47 to Circular Quay. The train trip was 
relatively uneventful broken only by periods of 
laughter, possibly as a result of tales both tall and true 
being recounted.   

On arrival at 
the Quay we 
quickly made 
our way to 
wharf 4 to be 
greeted by a 
vista of 
sparkling blue 
water with the 
Harbour Bridge 

and Kirribilli seemingly just out of arms reach. Our 
ferry arrived and we eagerly boarded full of 
anticipation for the journey across the water. With a 
toot from the whistle our voyage began, sadly all too 
short, to Watsons Bay.     
 
Gathering adjacent to Doyles we received our 
briefing, first a short walk of 45 minutes around the 
headland then a break before pressing on to Bondi. 
The headland walk was beautiful with a combination 
of harbour and city scenes, urban streets with 
interesting homes and gardens. The lighthouse 
keeper’s cottage was clearly a highlight.  
 
Then we started the walk to Bondi, walking up to the 
Gap and turning south towards Bondi. After walking 
for a while through native vegetation broken by views 
of the ocean, I came to the realisation that walking 
south does not necessarily mean walking down hill. 
With Paul and Margaret in the lead we were in good 
hands. On we walked admiring the landscape and 



water views tiring of 
neither whilst enjoying 
the sun shine. By lunch 
time out tightly 
bunched group had 
taken on the form of 
‘ships of the desert’ 
strung out over some 
distance. Lunch was 
taken overlooking the 
ocean at the far end of a 
sporting oval. It soon 
became apparent that 

our carefully chosen lunch spot was also the pivot 
point for a cross country event being held by a local 
primary school. Between bites of our sandwiches a 
small child would gracefully or otherwise run by [or 
between us!].  
 
Soon after lunch our destination came into sight and 
with a combination of exhilaration and a sense of  
 achievement we reached Bondi, truly one of the great 
views Sydney has to offer. It was then time to make 
our return journey home, tired, a little sore, but with 
deep appreciation for Margaret and Paul for 
organising and shepherding us to our destination. 
 

********************     

CAN YOU HELP?    By Linda Lord 

 I recently saw this notice at my local Vet’s and 
would like to pass it onto you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Just to explain, Myron is a dog who is very special. 
He is completely blind. 
 
I dropped some pillowcases into Narellan Library and 
met Myron’s owner, Raquel Wood, who proudly 
produced a photo album of Myron photos, just as 
most of us would to show off our grandchildren. 
Myron was one of 9 puppies born to a dog which had 
been dumped and was badly malnourished, and 
Raquel picked him out because he had a wonky eye 
and they felt no-one would select him. They soon 
discovered that he was blind, and he had to have first 
one eye removed followed by the other. He then 
developed an allergic reaction followed by a 
diagnosis of epilepsy, and these conditions require  
 

ongoing treatment. He is just 3 years old. 
However, he has become quite a celebrity. He leads a 
full and active life, and can run off leash following 
Raquel’s commands. He visits nursing homes and has 
met various football and other celebrities, and has 
been on TV. He will be appearing again on Saturday, 
2 May on the Channel 9 programme “Talk to the 
Animals”. So if you can, please watch and see his 
story. 
 
In August last year Raquel 
organized, at Narellan 
Library, Cupcake Day, a fund 
raiser for the RSPC, where 
she baked approx. 300 
cupcakes with funds raised 
going back to this worthy 
organization.  
I intend to help her this year. 
So if you are able to assist:- 
1.Please check your linen 
cupboard and if you have any pillowcases, towels, 
doonas, blankets etc you don’t want, please leave 
them at Narellan Library. 
 
2.If you would like to help by making cupcakes for 
Cupcake Day which will be held at Narellan Library 
during the week commencing Monday, 17 through to 
Friday 21 August this year, please let me know.  
Further information about this day can also be 
obtained on www.rspcacupcakeday.com.au .              
 

****************** 

Macarthur Singers Concert 

Sunday 3
rd

 May 2.30pm at Carrington Village, 

Camden …….See Sheila McAtamney 
 

 

Sponsor of 

The hosting of 

website for 1 

year 

  

10% off 
Mechanical 
Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Frid  1st May 09 
NEXT MEETING:                     Frid  5th June 09
                             10am  -12.00 noon                           
WHERE: Narellan Library 

                                SPONSOR: Peter Kijurina             
                               & Health Properties Project                                      

Ma                                Marketing (HPPM) focuses on                  
                                 Aged Care projects. HPPM is                                   

is proud                       proud to sponsor hosting 1 yr. &     
                          domain name for 2 years 

Enquiries: Ph: 0411 753 110 www.hppm.com.au 

 

“Hi, my name’s Myron – can you help? 

I like to help dogs less fortunate than me. My 

mate Phil makes beds for homeless dogs at the 

pound out of pillowcases that he stuffs with 

shredded paper. If you can spare some old 

pillowcases or even old towels or blankets, you 

can leave them at Narellan Library where I will 

forward them onto Phil. 

 

Sniff ya later, Myron”. 


